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	7.2 Standard Suspension Request

The Director Strategy and Standards and the Standards Committee (SC) can suspend a section or clause of an existing Standard, as well as an entire Standard, if its existence does not serve its intended purpose. This is the case when the Standard section has a demonstrated negative impact on producers. A Standard Suspension is an interim measure that shall trigger a Standard review to address the problem. 
This form is to be filled to apply for the Suspension of a Standard (or part of it). It can only be submitted to the Standards Unit (SU) by a producer network (PN), by the Producer Services and Relations Unit (PSR) or by a labelling initiative (LI). The filled form should be sent to the Standards Unit (SU) at standards@fairtrade.net. SU will then confirm receipt and consider the request. The party who submitted the request will be informed of the subsequent steps, which will follow the procedure described in our Standard Operating Procedure for the development of Fairtrade Standards. This procedure is available on our website: www.fairtrade.net.  




1. Project Identification: 

	
	Number (filled by SU):

	Product name:
	
	Product Specific Standard: Insert name of Standard

	Sent by:
	
	Date: 

	First request:
	Insert name of stakeholder who made first request
	


2. Clear identification of the scope of the Standard suspension
	Standard:
	Standard: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Generic                           
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Product Specific              

	
	Exact Standard name as on cover page:
	     

	
	Date of publication (as indicated on cover page, next to “Current date”)
	

	
	SPO/HL (if applicable):
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small Producer Organizations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hired Labour

	
	Exact section of Standard:
	     

	
	Exact paragraph number (copy and paste original):
	     


	Timeline:
	Proposed starting date of Standard suspension: (insert date)

	(Insert a justification for the proposed date: e.g. harvest period, signature of contracts, etc…)


	Justification:

	name event / condition and expected date when that will be the case
	Proposed duration of the Standard suspension (until when should the Standard be suspended): 


3. Need and risk assessment 
	Justification and need for the Standard Suspension, including how it will respond to the identified need:

	     


	Proposed plan for the development of a suitable standard:

	Proposed activity
	Proposed responsible
	Start date
	End date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	Assessment of all risks associated with the Standard Suspension:

	     


	Ways to mitigate the risks associated with the Standard Suspension:

	     


	Assessment of all risks associated with leaving the Standard in place:

	     


	Alternative ways to mitigate the risks associated with leaving the Standard in place:

	     



	Target groups:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small Producer Organization
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hired Labour Situation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contract Production

	(Insert groups’ name and ID):


	
	
	

	Opinion of each individual organization:
	
	
	

	Dominant opinion across each target group (e.g. SPO / HLO / CP):
	
	
	


4. Recommendations on the Standard Suspension Request (as a minimum you must collect 1 recommendation from Fairtrade International (recommendation from GPM for products with a GPM responsible, or else PSR recommendation), 1 from an LI before submitting the request).:
	
	Name of Unit/ Body
	Name of person
	Recommendation (to be completed by indicated person)

	
	
	
	Agree
	Priority
	Rational
	Whom to involve
	Other advice

	FLO
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PSR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 GPM
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 low

 FORMCHECKBOX 
medium

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 high
	     

	     
	     


	LI


	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 low

 FORMCHECKBOX 
medium

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 high
	     

	     
	     

	PN


	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 low

 FORMCHECKBOX 
medium

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 high
	     

	     
	     

	The rest of this request (below) will only be filled by PSU after you have submitted the request.

	FLO


	PSU
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 low

 FORMCHECKBOX 
medium

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 high
	     
	     
	     


5. Approval of Head of Standard Subunit (to be completed by Head of SSU):

	Approval:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not approved

	Reasons for decision:
	     

	Assigned SSU Project Manager: 
	     

	Final Standards decision to be taken by:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DIRECTOR STRATEGY AND STANDARDS (for minor project)       FORMCHECKBOX 
 SC


6. Next steps (to be completed by Head of SSU):

	Action point:
	Responsible person:
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