
Dear Fairtrade Sugar Partners:

Welcome to the 3rd digital edition of Sweet News. As we start the new year, we wish you a healthy, more prosperous and 
sweeter 2021, and very much hope that you are all keeping safe and well. A big thank you to you all for producing, 
promoting and contributing to the success of Fairtrade sugar sales during these challenging times.

The impacts of the coronavirus pandemic have been felt around the world. Our sincere condolences to Fairtrade farmers 
and workers and everyone who lost family members as a result of Covid-19.

Small-scale farmers and agricultural workers in developing countries have been hit by both the pandemic and by 
unexpected natural disasters - especially in Central America and recently in Fiji - which significantly reduced sugar cane 
production and put the livelihoods of farmers, their families and communities at risk.

Given the important contribution that sugar makes to the economies of producer countries, with millions of farmers and 
workers dependent on the sector, any disruption to production, harvesting and processing - whether caused by the 
pandemic or extreme weather - has an inevitable impact on income. Many small island states where Fairtrade sugar is 
grown have diversified into tourism, even if sugar cane production remains of  huge socio-economic importance.

Lockdowns and closed borders have created severe challenges for the tourism industry in these countries, leaving many 
people unemployed. This in turn increases labour risks in the sugar cane sector. Growing Fairtrade sales and compliance 
with Fairtrade’s strong standards, as well as origin-specific programmes, can help mitigate these risks. We invite you to join 
with Fairtrade and experience the positive change and impact we make both at origin and in your supply chain.

Please stay well and healthy.
With kind regards,

Monika Berresheim | Global Products Manager, Sugar | m.berresheim@fairtrade.net

www.fairtrade.net
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Covid-19 and climate change create a perfect storm for sugar producers

In addition to delayed harvests and processing, some countries were hit hard by climate shocks:

• BELIZE: As if the pandemic wasn’t enough, Belize has been hit by heavy rains and a series of tropical storms - including
most recently Hurricane Eta - resulting in widespread flooding. All sugar producers in Belize are Fairtrade certified and
had previously suffered periods of severe drought. Cane production dropped by around 32 percent last year from 1.31
million to 0.89 million MT. The key issue now is flooding, saturation of cane fields and insufficient rural infrastructure to
ensure accessibility. A key priority moving forward needs to be drainage and rural infrastructure, which farmers may
wish to prioritise through their Fairtrade programme.

• Sugar producers from COSTA RICA and EL SALVADOR were also hit by Hurricane Eta.

• The FIJI islands where FT sugar cane is grown was hit by one of the most destructive tropical storms, Yasa, in
mid-December, destroying around 70 percent of the cane crop on Vanua Levu. Click here to see the appeal by
Fairtrade Australia/New Zealand

• Throughout the year, the Fairtrade system worked together to mitigate the effects of the pandemic, for example by
supplying food and sanitation products in EL SALVADOR and INDIA.

2020: A Challenging Year
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• Fairtrade International established the Fairtrade Producer Relief Fund and the Economic Recovery Fund. The funds,
managed by the Producer Networks (PNs), were announced in May and have so far attracted more than €15 million
to help with both the immediate impact of the pandemic and to invest in long-term resilience building for the future. The
relief fund has been used to pay for health and safety measures, food parcels, funeral expenses, improving production
capacity and to subsidise or cover certification fees. In addition, greater flexibility around the use of the Fairtrade
Premium was also agreed.

• Fairtrade and FLOCERT agreed on remote audits for producers and traders. In some countries, physical audits have
already restarted. For producer audits, the independent Oversight Committee amended its decision to allow remote
initial audits for countries and products on the US Department of Labor list for child and forced labour.

Encouraging signs for both domestic origins and traditional markets

According to the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) sugar market report, sugar consumption is 
expected to reach a retail market value of US$63.7 billion in 2024. Despite this moderate growth forecast, the sugarcane 
sector faces significant challenges which affect both its overall economic prospects and its sustainability. Historically, world 
sugar prices (raw and white sugar) have been highly volatile, and often the price of raw sugar falls below production costs, 
making sugarcane farmers vulnerable to falling into debt and losing their land and assets. Government interventions such 
as subsidies and import tariffs influence sugar prices greatly.

Despite the fragile, volatile and competitive nature of the world sugar market, Fairtrade sugar sales remained relatively stable 
in its traditional European and North American markets. In 2019, sales of 175,855 MT were reported, a slight decrease from 
20181, while the reported Premium level of €10.5 million remained at the same level as for higher sales in the previous year. 
The new Fairtrade International annual report provides more information.

Reports from National Fairtrade Organisations (NFOs)

Germany, Italy, France, and Austria reported increased sales of Fairtrade sugar, with an increasing trend towards special raw 
brown and organic sugars. Many continue to promote Fairtrade sugar in their new strategies. NFOs, PNs and Fairtrade 
International will shortly sign off a new Fairtrade Global Sugar Strategy in line with the agreed Global Fairtrade Strategy.

Following the dramatic decline in domestic sugar beet production (in many European countries), 
Fairtrade Italia has partnered with Italia Zuccheri, the country’s biggest beet growers’ 
cooperative, to offer Fairtrade cane sugar alongside Italia Zuccheri’s sustainable beet sugar. “Italia 
Zuccheri and Fairtrade share the same values, we are both on the side of the farmers,” says 
Alessandro Pastò, Account Manager at Fairtrade Italy. “We support our customers in the sourcing 
and consumption of responsible and sustainable sugar.” For more information contact Alessandro 
at a.pasto@fairtrade.it.

Recent research in Germany confirms the high visibility and trust that consumers attribute to the 
Fairtrade mark. Not only are sustainability criteria becoming increasingly relevant, but many 
consumers value Fairtrade products more than organic or brand-name products. For more 
information contact Fairtrade Germany's Supply Chain & Key Account Manager Lara Bethlehem at 
l.bethlehem@fairtrade-deutschland.de.

Global traders and NFOs report a continued demand for sustainable sugar in Europe, Eastern 
Europe, North America and South Korea. Regular commercial meetings held in 2020 between NFOs and Fairtrade 
International focused on markets with potential demand, applying success stories from existing markets and removing 
any blockages.

Global Fairtrade Sugar Trends

1 Fluctuations can be explained by reporting mechanisms i.e. of the sector according to each harvest/campaign and Fairtrade’s reporting on a calendar 
year

https://www.fairtrade.net/news/bringing-relief-and-resilience-to-producers-3-1m-eur-in-funding-announced-by-fairtrade-international
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Fairtrade Standards enable producer organisations to develop and become more sustainable. The Fairtrade Standards and 
values also foster improved relationships between farmers and the industry. Interested in partnering with Fairtrade to drive 
positive change? Please contact your favourite supply chain partners, NFOs, PNs or Fairtrade International.

Eswatini Sugar Association reports on the benefits of Fairtrade to growers 
and the country’s sugar industry

Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) is home to five small-scale Fairtrade certified sugarcane producer groups, who sell all their 
cane through the Eswatini Sugar Association (ESA). As part of a recent series of Zoom conferences, a presentation by 
the Eswatini Sugar Association (ESA) to the International Sugar Organization (ISO) highlighted the importance of the industry 
to the Eswatini economy and mentioned Fairtrade as an important sustainability standard and a tool for development.

Nkosinathi Sihlongonyane, Sustainability Programme Coordinator at the ESA, says that at a broader level, the sugar 
industry has benefited from having Fairtrade certified growers as the Fairtrade standard has become an important 
benchmark in getting growers to adopt sustainable practices in their operations. “The Eswatini sugar industry has also now 
aligned some of its operational standards to the Fairtrade standard, which has been easier to promote given that the 
growers realise the benefit of doing so,” he said.

Initiatives to stimulate demand for Fairtrade sugar in countries of origin have been encouraging - for example in India, the 
Premium for Indian sugar destined for the domestic market has been established at 1,000 Rupees/MT (currently US$11), 
and in Southern Africa, the domestic Premium is ZAR600/MT (currently US$39).

Further development of these markets remains a key priority for Fairtrade, in addition to exploring opportunities to market 
sugar for non-food products such as biomaterials and bioplastics. Demand for these products had been reported by several 
NFOs. Fairtrade will also explore biofuels if there is interest from producer countries with a biofuels mandate. Rum produced 
from Fairtrade molasses or Fairtrade rum overall is also showing promising interest and growth.

Whether labelled or unlabelled, the Fairtrade Sourcing Ingredient (FSI) programme is a huge opportunity for 
Fairtrade sugar, but anecdotal evidence suggests that calling out ‘sugar' on a label is not seen as an 
attractive option. As soon as an attractive alternative is agreed, we shall inform you.

How Fairtrade Drives Change in Sugar Supply Chains

Orphaned and vulnerable children show shoes bought for them by the Phakama
Mafucula sugar coop © Eswatini Sugar Association

Workers from the Fairtrade certified MM&N sugar producers with their new 
wheelbarrows © Eswatini Sugar Association

Some of the equipment bought using the Fairtrade Premium © Eswatini Sugar Association

https://www.isosugar.org/content/events/press_release_20_48_iso_focus_on_autumn_series_of_zoom_conferences_26_10_20.pdf


“Fairtrade has been of great importance to the growers, their communities and the Sugar Industry of Eswatini. The Fairtrade 
premium has been spent in not just enhancing efficiency in the growing of sugarcane, but also in assisting in community 
projects such as community water, school and youth empowerment projects. The Fairtrade standard has been embraced 
by the sugar industry resulting in positive changes in areas such as aligning the use of chemicals with Fairtrade standards 
used within the industry, ensuring also better compliance with market requirements. These are some of the reasons why we 
encourage companies to continue sourcing Fairtrade Sugar from Eswatini.” Read the full report here.

In response to ongoing climate risks, a new programme financed by Fairtrade 
is showing promising results: Moving towards Climate Smart Cane production 
in Mauritius

2 Non-profit exporter of Fairtrade and Fairtrade sugar from Mauritius

Climate Smart Cane production focuses on reducing water and carbon footprints. In Mauritius, Fairtrade cane farmers 
identified curbing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to climate change as a major challenge. Together with the 
Mauritius Sugar Syndicate (MSS)2 and the industry, they contributed to a breakthrough project to assess the carbon and 
water footprints of cane sugar production in Mauritius. Soil & More’s assessment to establish the C&W footprint fulfilled the  
requirements of the Green House Gas (GHG) Protocol developed by the World Resource Institute (WRI) and the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Please read the results and a statement by MSS CEO Devesh 
Dukhira, as well as an article in the MSS Annual Report. 

Key Findings
• Mauritian net footprint: 0.17 kg CO2e per kg sugar from farm to harbour.
• Sugar cane industry significantly contributes to improving air quality and attenuating climate change impacts.
• Farm level: carbon emissions are significantly better than other key cane producing countries, and the water footprint 

is better than the global average.
• Processing level: replacing grid electricity with renewable energy from bagasse reduces emissions significantly.

Interested in collaboration or partnership with the Mauritian sugar cane sector and the impact of Fairtrade in Mauritius? 
Please contact Chetanand Dookhony at cdookhony@mauritiussugar.mu.

Following the project in Mauritius, similar assessments have been agreed in Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Fiji. 

In response to ongoing labour risks another new programme financed by 
Fairtrade is showing promising results: Good Labour Practices & Increasing 
human rights in sugar supply chains in Belize and Fiji 

In Belize, following an independent evaluation of Fairtrade’s Youth Inclusive Community Based Monitoring and Remediation 
(YICBMR) system, as applied by the Belize Sugar Cane Farmer Association (BSCFA), Fairtrade is funding a Good Labour 
Practices programme in Belize. It involves three Fairtrade certified coops: BSCFA, Progressive Sugar Cane Producers 
Association (PSCPA), and Corozal Sugar Cane Producers Association (CSCPA) with around 5200 members and thousands of 
beneficiaries, as well as informal seasonal workers and cane cutters. The programme is expected to be completed in 2021.

Member farmers, cane cutters and temporary harvest workers have been trained to identify and respond to child and forced 
labour, and to prevent unacceptable labour practices. In addition, training tools and an internal control system have been 
developed, along with a remediation system if any cases of child and forced labour are identified. The programme also aims 
to ensure adequate provision of shade and sanitary infrastructure. You can read more about the Good Labour Practices 
Programme in Belize here, and PSCPA's short report on the project here.

Century CCS Sugar planters

http://www.mauritiussugar.mu/index.php/en/
https://www.soilandmore.com/en/
https://ghgprotocol.org/
http://mauritiussugar.mu/images/pdf/Report_MSS_2020.pdf
https://owncloud.fairtrade.net/index.php/s/ipYYqCezpzLpMLn
https://owncloud.fairtrade.net/index.php/s/z4abmTsByqcWZ7A
https://owncloud.fairtrade.net/index.php/s/zMzyeeptmYK5HGN
https://www.progressivesugar.com/projects


The Fairtrade Good Labour Practices programme has been extended to Fiji, covering more than 11,000 members and 
around 50,000 direct beneficiaries - including permanent and seasonal cane cutters - from the Fairtrade certified Labasa 
Cane Producer Associations (LCPA) and Rarawai & Penang Cane Producer Associations (RPCPA).

The programme aims to encourage young people into cane farming by ensuring safe and appropriate working conditions; 
tackle gender inequality, violence and discrimination; and eliminate child and forced labour. In addition, it’s hoped to improve 
economic viability and community development through investment of the Fairtrade Premium. Ensuring these challenges 
are overcome will lead to long term impacts of gender equality, regulatory compliance and intergenerational sustainability. 
As one member said, “Nobody wants to buy something that was made by exploiting someone else.”

Encouraged by the programmes in Belize and Fiji, Mauritian sugar cane farmers invited BSCFA members from Belize to lead 
training sessions and share their experiences in December 2019.

Fairtrade International, in partnership with Fairtrade Africa, organised introductory training sessions for farmers on good 
labour practices adapted to the needs and risks identified in Mauritius in early 2020. The project will be extended to all FT 
certified and interested SPOs in Mauritius.

Promotion of good hiring practices as part of a strategy to change working 
practices in the Belizean cane farming sector

In 2015 Fairtrade International, CLAC and the Belizean Fairtrade certified producer organizations3 embarked on a journey 
to enable good labour practices, starting with eliminating child labour in the production of sugar cane - with the aim of 
making Belize, Fairtrade’s flagship country for good labour practices. 

Tate & Lyle Sugars has sourced Fairtrade cane sugar from Belize since 2008. As part of the stakeholders’ overarching strategy 
to prevent modern slavery and forced labour, a series of Fairtrade meetings, training sessions and workshops with farmers, cane 
cutters, reaping group leaders, Tate & Lyle, the mill, and the government, brought about that projects were needed to target and 
mitigate risks during harvesting where many informal and seasonal workers, some of whom are migrants, were involved. 

Meanwhile Tate & Lyle Sugars, in partnership with the Belize Sugar Industries Ltd and the industry supported by the 
government piloted a standard written contract for the hiring of cane cutters. With funds made available by a customer of 
Tate & Lyle Sugars, the Belize Sugar Industries Ltd., working with producer organisations and the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security, developed and launched a booklet about Good Hiring Practices in the cane cutting sector. You can 
download the booklet and a full report here. 

The booklet contains contract templates to be used when hiring cane cutters, including relevant Belize labour laws and 
Fairtrade ethical requirements for maintaining certification, as well as compelling industry and producer quotes and other 
information. Read the full story here and watch a short video here. 

This project is part of a strategy with the long-term objective of changing working practices to be more profitable for 
farmers and more compliant with international sustainability norms.

Monitoring sugarcane crops by drone

Twelve Fairtrade certified small-scale producer organisations in Belize, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador and Paraguay are using drones to monitor crop development, 
make accurate land measurements and diagnose areas affected by droughts, 
floods and pests. “Drones will be important for synchronised and timed control 
throughout the production process, from plantation to harvest, including part of 
the processing. They will help us a lot”, says Rodrigo Lopez and Adelio Ferreira, 
field advisers at Cooperativa Manduvirá in Paraguay. Read the full story.

News in Brief

Testing the drone in Belize © CLAC

3 Belizean Sugar Cane Farmer Association (BSCFA), Progressive Sugar Cane Producers Association (PSCPA), Corozal Sugar Cane Producers Association (CSCPA)

https://owncloud.fairtrade.net/index.php/s/bRWAYZY5FeLpCAa
https://www.wearetateandlylesugars.com/fairtrade
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http://clac-comerciojusto.org/en/2020/09/fairtrade-producer-organizations-use-drones-to-monitor-sugarcane-crops/


Closing the digital divide

Social distancing and travel restrictions mean we all rely more than ever on mobile phones - but in many low-income countries, 
women are disadvantaged by the digital divide. CLAC, together with TRIAS Central America, CONFRAS and ADEL 
Morazán launched the Women on the phone, making ours the digital technology campaign to train 300 women to make 
the best use of mobile phones to maintain communication with their groups and exercise their leadership. Read the full story.

Nursery project cuts water and boosts yields

Four Fairtrade sugar producer organisations from the Belgaum Karnataka region of India have formed a consortium to grow 
sugar cane seedlings in the nursery before planting out. Because the plants are raised under controlled conditions, water use 
has been cut by 22 percent, while crop yields are expected to grow by 28 percent, generating an extra 12 percent income.

Other benefits include using less fertiliser - thereby cutting costs - and reducing carbon emissions. The project was funded by 
the Swiss development agency SECO, with the four co-ops contributing from Premium funds. For more information, please 
contact Muniraju KS at organic2050@gmail.com.

NAPP studies greenhouse gas emissions in sugar cane production

Meanwhile, NAPP have initiated a preliminary study of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) and carbon sequestration based on 
the requirements of the SPO Standard. The study aims for better understanding of the sources of GHGs, impacts on 
sugarcane and other crops, and the socio-economic impacts of climate change. For more details contact Manoj Sankethi at 
manoj@fairtradenapp.org.

Evaluating impact for Indian sugar producers

An indicator study, carried out by the We Care Society for NAPP, aims to evaluate the impact of Fairtrade on Indian sugar 
producers which have been certified for more than three years. In particular, the study assesses Fairtrade’s effectiveness in 
improving the economic, social and environmental sustainability of sugar production, and makes recommendations for dealing 
with climate change and the impact of EU policy changes.

More than 4000 individuals from eight sugar producers in Karnataka and Maharashtra were involved in the study. There was 
unanimous agreement that Fairtrade had helped boost production, reduced water consumption and improved the 
communities’ social and educational prospects. Download the full report here.

Adapting to climate change in Belize

A series of workshops organised by CLAC gave sugar producers an opportunity to share their experiences of adapting and 
mitigating climate change. Among those attending was the Progressive Sugar Cane Producer Organization (PSCPA) from 
Belize who presented their project to empower women and young people through climate-resistant sustainable 
agro-ecological practices. Read the full story.

Establishing the organic sugarcane nursery © Muniraju Kempayanapalya Shivanna
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Buy local

A campaign to promote local Fairtrade sales in Latin America and the Caribbean has been launched to help producers hit 
by falling export markets during the pandemic. Eight Fairtrade cities and towns are using the #Localizanos (Find Us) hashtag 
to promote local markets and responsible consumption. Read more.

International Fairtrade Awards

Congratulations to Divine Chocolate who won the Trader of the Year category in the International Fairtrade Awards 
2020. UK-based Divine use only sugar sourced from the Fairtrade certified Kasinthula Cane Growers Association in 
Malawi. Watch the video here.

Sugar talk with NAPP

Producers, traders and Fairtrade experts took part in Sugar Talk with NAPP, a two-hour webinar about market expansion 
and diversification. Discussions focused on sustainability and the need to reduce water use, improve productivity and 
become more resilient to climate change. Listen to the amazing speakers here.

Standards update (relevant for sugar):

Since the last edition, the Fairtrade Standards Committee have taken a number of important decisions:

• Fifty (50) percent of volume must be produced by small farmers.
• Fairtrade defines a small-scale producer organization as an organization where at least two thirds (66%) of its members

are small-scale producers.
• Definition of small sugar farmer: cultivating 10 ha or fewer
• Maximum land size of any one member: 30 ha
• Exceptions to maximum land size apply in Fiji, Mauritius, Belize and Paraguay, where 15 percent of members may have

a maximum land size of 100 ha (this exception was necessary to ensure current members can remain in their
organisations).

You can find more information in the interpretation notes and SPO indicators.

Why no Fairtrade Minimum Price for sugar?

Questions continue to be raised as to why, unlike most other Fairtrade products, there is no Fairtrade Minimum Price (FMP) 
for sugar or sugar cane. The reasons are complex, including the many different sugar types and prices, and varying pricing 
and revenue sharing models. Fairtrade International has updated the factsheet on the FMP for sugar.

Thank you!

As we leave a challenging year behind us, I would like to extend my personal thanks to all sugar stakeholders, both within 
the Fairtrade system and externally. Looking forward to working with you in 2021!

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any comments, suggestions, questions or your news to be included in the next 
edition. As always, we encourage you to share this Sweet News with colleagues and friends.

Monika Berresheim | Global Products Manager Sugar | m.berresheim@fairtrade.net
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If you have suggestions or contributions for the next Fairtrade sugar newsletter, please contact us at,
sugar@fairtrade.net
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